The first documented mathematics major at Spelman graduated in 1929, and she went on to do a masters in math at the University of Wisconsin in Madison.
Since 1958, we've graduated 700+ math majors. Many of these achieved excellence in academia, industry, and government, with several serving in leadership roles in colleges and universities.
We'll survey some of these remarkable careers, as well as the history of Spelman's department of mathematics, whose teaching, mentoring, and special programs laid the foundation which this possible.
So far, 55+ of Spelman's grads have earned doctoral degrees in math or related fields. That number shows every sign of growing at an increasing pace, and by 2029 we expect it to be much higher.
Spelman department of math today
Our math faculty includes Fred Bowers, Yewande Olubummo, and Jeffrey Ehme, all of whom have served for at least 25 years. Yewande and Jeff did long stints as department chair too. Other avenues explored
Math majors are very versatile-and employable -being quick-thinking, and rational and logical problem solvers, both by nature and training.
Our grads have gone on have careers in a great variety of arenas using their primary degrees, often in conjunction with master's degrees in related fields. Many others have pursued medicine or law.
Spelman math grads can be found teaching, at middle and high school, or colleges, or working in statistics, bioinformatics, analytics, computer science, IT, engineering, business, and government.
